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work are kept. Frequently draught animals are brought to
the farms from the cattle-rearing regions during the spring,
and sent back again at the end of the summer when the
greater part of the farm work has been done. Another inter-
esting feature of life in the irrigated lands is the growing of
trees such as the poplar by the sides of streams and water-
channels, as a crop, for timber is practically unobtainable
locally.
The irrigated lands form oases separated from each other
by large areas of dry steppe and sandy desert. The largest
area of cultivation is situated around and to the south-east
of Tashkent, in Uzbekistan, along the banks of the upper
Syr Darya and its tributaries, which flow through the large
depression between the Tian Shan and Pamiro-Alai mountain
systems. The new Ferghana Canal is 170 miles long and
provides 'water for over 12,000 acres of grain as well as
potatoes, cucumbers, and tomatoes (in the Uzbek, Tadjik, and
Kirghiz republics). The soils and climate create together
such favourable conditions that two harvests a year are usual.
The richest and most densely populated part of this region is
the Ferghana valley. Protected from cold winds by some of the
world's highest mountains, which almost completely encircle
it, it consists of a flat valley floor covered by a thick network
of irrigation channels, with poplars and willows growing along
their banks. It has been described as one of the great natural
gardens of the world. Cotton and sugar-beet are the chief
crops.1 Near Tashkent a large part of the irrigated land is
under rice.
Another area of cultivation, situated between the foothills
of the mountain chains, lies around Samarkand in Uzbekistan.
To the west there are several small 'oases' along the Zerav-
shana valley, between Samarkand and Bokhara, another
centre of intensive irrigated agriculture. In the Bokhara
district there are eighty main canals, supplying water to
about 1600 square miles of fertile loess soil. The amount of
water which is used by the irrigation schemes is so great that
1 About 37,000 acres of land are devoted to sugar-beet. Two large
refineries in the Ghu valley produced 44,500 tons of sugar in 1937.